
 

 Sunday, September 24, 2017 
To all who are present with us this morning, 
Welcome!  Thank you for being here. 

Please join us for “coffee and…” 
in the Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy. 

You May Find the Text of the Divine Liturgy beginning on the bottom  of 
page 91 of the Service Book (gold embossed cross on the reddish brown 
cover) or in the green-spiral-bound book; sheet music can be found in the 
8.5” x 11” large, spiral-bound booklet. 

At the Kiss of Peace our practice is for each of us to greet the person to our 
right and left with the bowing of our head, hands held in a prayerful clasp 
or crossed on the chest, while offering each other the seasonal Christian 
greeting, “Christ is in our midst!” and responding, “He is and shall be!” 

Please remember that Holy Communion is reserved for those Chrismated 
Orthodox Christians who have appropriately prepared themselves through 
prayer, fasting and Confession to receive the Holy Mysteries of the 
Church.  The bread (anti’doron, which means ‘in place’ of the gifts) 
which we share after Communion and at the end of the Liturgy is for all. 

Being mindful we are in church, let us always remember to… 
...be quiet and attentive.  Let us sing, pray, stand, sit, kneel and respond 

where responses are indicated.  Let us not talk, look around, text 
message, play games, etc..  Especially, let us work at this in the 
Communion line and when in line to venerate the Cross and depart.  If 
we cannot hear the post-Communion prayers being chanted during our 
church departure, we are way too noisy. 

...refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum (most obviously and 
especially if you will be receiving Holy Communion). 

...stay put.  Except in rare cases, there are few of us who cannot stay in one 
location for two hours (actually less, for most of us). 
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The Mission of Our Church 
The mission of St Michael’s Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Church is to tend the flock of our Lord Jesus Christ and to spread 
the Good News of Christ to those outside the flock.  This  
mission is to be accomplished by  a) living a full liturgical and 
sacramental life, b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to 
all people, c) providing effective charitable and social programs,    
and d) establishing strong spiritual leadership and resources. 
___________________________________________________ 

SYRIAN CHRISTIAN RELIEF 
As the Syrian crisis continues, we continue to accept donations to do what we 
can to help ease the suffering there. Checks may be written to “St. Michael’s” 
with the note “Syrian Relief.”  The following is a  link to International 
Orthodox Christian Charities ((IOCC) “Response to the Crisis in Syria” page 
with more information on what you can do to help: 

http://www.iocc.org/countries/countries_syria.aspx

Thecla, Equal 
to the Apostles 



 

 

Sunday, September 24, 2017 
Greeting:  Christ is in our midst!   Response:  He is and shall be! 

Tone:  7   Eothinon:  5 
Proto-martyr Thekla, equal-to-the-Apostles & First Sunday of 
Luke; Venerable Silouan of Athos; Commemoration of the wonder-
working icon of the Theotokos of the Myrtle Tree; New-martyr 
Ahmed; Venerable Nicander of Pskov; the Synaxis of all saints of 
Alaska. 

___________________________________________________________ 

THE READING FROM 
The  Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy (3:10-15) 

T        IMOTHY, my son, you have observed my teaching, my 
conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my 
steadfastness, my persecutions, my sufferings, what befell me at 

Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions I endured! Yet from 
them all, the Lord rescued me. Indeed, all, who desire to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go on 
from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for you, continue in 
what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings, which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
According to St. Luke (5:1-11) 

A  T THAT TIME, Jesus was standing by the lake of 
Gennesaret. And He saw two boats by the lake; but the 
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 

Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, Jesus asked him to put 
out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the people from the 
boat.  And when Jesus had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out 
into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, 
“Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at Thy word I will let 
down the nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a great shoal 
of fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in 
the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the 
boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord.” For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch of 
fish, which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not 
be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men.” And when they had 
brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him. 
_____________________________________________________________ 



 

 

OCTOBER is PLEDGE Month 
 This is the twelfth year of our formal (pledge card) Stewardship effort at 
St. Michael’s.  Our pledges show commitment and help maintain our fiscal 
health.  Through your generosity, we have been able to shrink our mortgage 
from $736,600 to $170,026.   
 Our pledges support the entire budget of our church which includes both 
day to day expenses (salaries, lights, heat, grass-mowing, etc.) and the 
mortgage payment.  Our average monthly expenses are $23,000, which 
includes $4,400 for the Mortgage payment. 
 Pledge packets will be mailed next week. Please be generous and return 
your pledge card as soon as possible.  Thank you.  

+ + + + + +  
(A slightly deeper look into our score’s worth of Pledge Program years 
reveals some real changes over that time in the context of our giving.  As 
is the cross-denominational national trend, participation in “organized” 
religion is decreasing.  One way that trend is reflected here at Saint 
Michael’s is that when we first utilized the Pledge Card Program, 120 
pledges were returned.  For 2017 that number had shrunk to 70.  One 
need not be a trained statistician to understand that that affects the 
financial management side of our church’s life.  The term “sacrificial 
giving” takes on a different meaning than compared to those days.  A 
simpler example could be that “back then” our budget was usually 
balanced (same ‘in’ as ‘out’).  This year we are projecting the expending 
of $23,000 more than we will receive.) 

________________________________________________________ 

PRAISE—A Jubilant Song! 
Join the Westmoreland Choral Society for a concert of sacred
choral classics and a world premier, and celebrate the new organ installed at 
Blessed Sacrament Roman Catholic Cathedral. 

7:30 PM, Friday, September 29, 2017 
Blessed Sacrament Cathedral 

N. Main St., Greensburg (across from the Middle School)
A free will offering will be taken. 

________________________________________________________ 

“Never stop singing,” declared our Choir Director, Maria Long, to 
Ella Wallace, a very young participant in last Thurdsday’s choir 
rehearsal.  If you have stopped and would like to start again, now’s 
an ideal time.  We’ll be beginning to rehearse for Christmas soon 
and if you’ve felt you might be ‘behind’ regarding your 
participation, take note that we are all starting anew with Maria’s 
recent assignment as our choir’s director.  Come join us in “raising 
a joyful noise” to the Lord. 

________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Walk for the Cure 
“LIGHT the NIGHT” 

to benefit The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) 
Tuesday, October 10, 5:30 PM 

at HEINZ FIELD (walk starts at 7:00 PM) 
Come walk.  Come support. Come donate. 

http://pages.lightthenight.org/wpa/pttsbrgh17jennzfriendz 
See Michele Gajewski or Paulette Sproch for 

 for info on The Walk or to donate. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Thank you to all who attended the 
Pancake & Sausage Breakfast 

to benefit The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) 

Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, Belle Vernon 
(Holy Resurrection is conveniently located off Route 201-South, 

just below Kmart Plaza. Turn onto Allen Street and continue three 
blocks to Mary Street.) 

22nd Annual Fall Festival 
12:00 noon to 6:00 pm, October 1st, 2017   

Featuring Baba’s Kitchen and Baba’s Bake Shoppe 
(halupki, halushki, pierogies, beef stroganoff, kielbasa, potato 
pancakes, baked beans, homemade braided bread & pastries) 

Take-Out orders are welcome!  Raffle drawings, too! 
For further information, contact Wendy Mica at 724-875-9970, 

or Fr. Sam Smolcic at 724-837-8957. 

St. George Lamb Dinner—Saturday, Oct. 14, 12-5 PM 
1150 Leishman Avenue, New Kensington 

- Eat In or Take 0ut -
$17 Lamb Shish-Kabob Dinner includes:  1 skewer of 
lamb, rice & green beans, salad, pita bread, dessert, 
beverage (add an additional skewer of lamb for $5) 



 

 

Thanks for noticing the large, goldenrod, 
“Fellowship Hour” sign-up sheets... 

Please take a moment and sign up for a future coffee hour date (and mark it in 
your calendar).  Fellowship Hour is an important time for us to get together 
each week after Divine Liturgy to socialize and get to know 
each other better. 
Coffee is provided.  You provide the refreshments, such as 
fruit, pastries, nuts, candy, etc., and, very importantly, the 
clean-up afterwards.  Thank you for your participation. 
We appreciate all those who have just signed up! 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Sign up sheet for the October 11th luncheon to be held at 
the First Lutheran Church on South Main Street, 
Greensburg, is on the bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
Come join us from 11:30 to 1:00pm, as we 
take a turn serving a luncheon to the local 
community. 
Contact Michele Murray at 724-837-2244 
if you would help. 

________________________________________________________ 

St. Michael’s Financial Summary Year to Date as of August 31, 2017 

 This Year  Last Year  Budget 
Income  $143,448.82 $166,747.74 $166,796.64 
Expenses $172,432.35 $181,963.46 $188,122.48 

Net Income/ (Loss)   $(28,983.53) $(15,215.72) $(21,325.84) 

(This report is a summary of our financial position through the month of August.  
Updated Monthly Financial Summary Reports will appear in the bulletin.  Questions 
may be addressed to Treasurer Christian Sam or Assistant Treasurer Jeff Curry.) 

Ina Abraham Camp Scholarship Fund 

Card Party 
11:00 AM, Wednesday, October 18 

 Mark Your Calendars. 
 (More details later.) 

________________________________________________________ 



 

Leave-taking of the Elevation of the Honorable and Life-giving Cross 

Beloved in Christ, 
With Archpastoral love, I embrace all of you – my brother hierarchs, 
reverend clergy, and Christ-loving faithful.  Once again, I write to you 
in the midst of tragedy, witnessing the results of the devastating 
earthquake that struck our brothers and sisters in Mexico.  As the 
Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians, when “one member suffers, all 
the members suffer with it.” 
When I reflect on the heartrending disasters of the last several weeks, 
I take heart that we have been commemorating the Universal 
Exaltation of the Precious and Life-giving Cross.  As we raise on high 
the Cross, we remember the sacrificial love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
We remember how He transfigured that instrument of cruel torture 
and death into a “weapon of peace and trophy invincible.”  We 
remember that the tears of mourning shed by the Ointment Bearing 
Women were transformed into inexpressible joy on the morning of 
Pascha. 
As the Body of Christ, we do not lose hope in the face of suffering.  
Armed with the power of the Life-giving Cross, we follow the example 
of our Lord in our offering of sacrificial love to those in need, and in 
our co-working with Him, transfiguring life's crosses into moments 
of grace-filled reconciliation between God and humanity, humanity 
and creation. 
With all of the images of human suffering we have seen, let us not 
become desensitized to yet one more tragedy.  Let us, taking our 
strength from this Feast, renew our commitment to sacrificial and 
co-suffering love.  Once again, I ask for your generosity towards our 
suffering brothers and sisters in Mexico.  Once again, I ask you to 
offer fervent prayers on behalf of the suffering.  We will have a 
special collection this Sunday – please mark the memo of your check 
with "Earthquake Appeal." 
As your Father in Christ, I have every confidence we will share the 
love and peace, hope and joy of our Savior during these trying times.  
Please assured of my own fervent, heartfelt prayers on behalf of all of 
you. 

Your Father in Christ, 

+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America



REMEMBER, the Second Week on this schedule May Change... 
ALWAYS USE THE MOST CURRENT BULLETIN! 

October 1 thru October 7 
Sunday, October 1 

- 8:45 AM - MATINS
- 9:30 AM - Choir Rehearsal
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Church School
- 1:00 PM - Bevan Baptism

Tuesday, October 3 
- 12:00 PM Food on the Hill lunch
Father John will be out of town
(grandbaby baptism in WA, 11/8)
from Thursday, October 5
through Tuesday, October 10.
(Father Anthony Yazge will be
celebrating the Divine Liturgy
here on Sunday, October 8.)

Saturday, October 7 
- NO Vespers tonight

September 24 thru September 30 
Sunday, September 24 

- 8:45 AM - MATINS
- 9:30 AM - Choir Rehearsal
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Church School
- Antiochian Women’s Meeting

Fr. John will be out of town from 
Tuesday, September 26 through 
Thursday, September 28. 

Tuesday, September 26 
- 7:00  PM - Church School Meeting

Thursday, September 28 
- 7:00 PM - Choir Rehearsal

Friday, September 29
- 9:00 AM - Pledge Letter Stuffing

Saturday, September 30
- 9:00 AM - AntiochianMEN Meeting at

the Bean & Baguette 
- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS at

 Sts. Cyril & Methodius Church 
 520 Scott Ave., Jeannette, PA  

VISITING VESPERS 
As noted on the calendar above, on Saturday evening, September 30, Great Vespers 
will not be prayed here at St. Michael’s but will be celebrated with our Orthodox 
Church neighbors at Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church, Jeannette. Thank you to Fr. 
Larry and Sophie Daniels for the invitation to prayer and fellowship. 

 For the week on the left, Debbie will 
be in on Mon (9-12), Wed. & Fri. (9-

Next “Food on the Hill,”  Tuesday, October 3 
“Food on the Hill” is the name that has been attached to the lunch 
for those in need that will be prepared and served free of charge 
on the first Tuesday of each month .  Our Men’s Fellowship has 
continued to take on the work of providing a bit of “daily” bread 
to those who can benefit from it. The next “Food on the Hill” 
lunch is scheduled for Tuesday, October 3, 2017 from 12:00 to 
1:00 PM.   

Anyone who  would like to support “Food on the Hill” in anycapacity you would like, should contact Gus Flizanes.  Please
make checks out to “St. Michael’s Church” with “Food on the 
Hill” on the memo line. 




