
 

 Sunday, August 20, 2017 
To all who are present with us this morning, 
Welcome!  Thank you for being here. 

Please join us for “coffee and...” 
in the Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy. 

You May Find the Text of the Divine Liturgy beginning on the bottom  of 
page 91 of the Service Book (gold embossed cross on the reddish brown 
cover) or in the green-spiral-bound book; sheet music can be found in the 
8.5” x 11” large, spiral-bound booklet. 

At the Kiss of Peace our practice is for each of us to greet the person to our 
right and left with the bowing of our head, hands held in a prayerful clasp 
or crossed on the chest, while offering each other the seasonal Christian 
greeting, “Christ is in our midst!” and responding, “He is and shall be!” 

Please remember that Holy Communion is reserved for those Chrismated 
Orthodox Christians who have appropriately prepared themselves through 
prayer, fasting and Confession to receive the Holy Mysteries of the 
Church.  The bread (anti’doron, which means ‘in place’ of the gifts) 
which we share after Communion and at the end of the Liturgy is for all. 

Being mindful we are in church, let us always remember to… 
...be quiet and attentive.  Let us sing, pray, stand, sit, kneel and respond 

where responses are indicated.  Let us not talk, look around, text 
message, play games, etc..  Especially, let us work at this in the 
Communion line and when in line to venerate the Cross and depart.  If 
we cannot hear the post-Communion prayers being chanted during our 
church departure, we are way too noisy. 

...refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum (most obviously and 
especially if you will be receiving Holy Communion). 

...stay put.  Except in rare cases, there are few of us who cannot stay in one 
location for two hours (actually less, for most of us). 
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The Mission of Our Church 
The mission of St Michael’s Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Church is to tend the flock of our Lord Jesus Christ and to spread 
the Good News of Christ to those outside the flock.  This  
mission is to be accomplished by  a) living a full liturgical and 
sacramental life, b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to 
all people, c) providing effective charitable and social programs,    
and d) establishing strong spiritual leadership and resources. 
___________________________________________________ 

SYRIAN CHRISTIAN RELIEF 
As the Syrian crisis continues, we continue to accept donations to do what we 
can to help ease the suffering there. Checks may be written to “St. Michael’s” 
with the note “Syrian Relief.”  The following is a  link to International 
Orthodox Christian Charities ((IOCC) “Response to the Crisis in Syria” page 
with more information on what you can do to help: 

http://www.iocc.org/countries/countries_syria.aspx

Elevation of the 
Cross - 9/15 



 

 

Sunday, August 20, 2017 
Greeting:  Christ is in our midst!   Response:  He is and shall be! 

Tone: 2   Eothinon: 11 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost and of St. Matthew; Leave-taking of 
the Dormition of the Theotokos.  Prophet Samuel; Martyr Photeini of 
Blachernae; Martyrs Heliodoros and Dosai of Persia.  

___________________________________________________________ 

THE READING FROM 
The  First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (9:2-12) 

B RETHREN, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  This 
is my defense to those who would examine me.  Do we not have the 
right to our food and drink?  Do we not have the right to be 

accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and 
Cephas?  Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working 
for a living?  Who serves as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard 
without eating any of its fruit?  Who tends a flock without getting some of the 
milk?  Do I say this on human authority?  Does not the law say the same?  For it is 
written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out 
the grain.”  Is it for oxen that God is concerned?  Does he not speak entirely for our 
sake?  It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and 
the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop.  If we have sown spiritual good 
among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits?  If others share this 
rightful claim upon you, do not we still more?  Nevertheless, we have not made use 
of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the 
Gospel of Christ.  

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
According to St. Matthew (18:23-35) 

T       HE LORD SPOKE THIS PARABLE:  “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 
his servants.  When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who 

owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.  So 
the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’  And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released 
him and forgave him the debt.  But that same servant, as he went out, came upon 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 
throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  So his fellow servant fell down and besought 
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  He refused and went and put 
him in prison until he should pay the debt.  When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord 
all that had taken place.  Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant!  I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should 
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’  And in 
anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.  So also 
My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.”  
_______________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Friday, August 18, 2017  (www.assemblyofbishops.org)

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 
of the United States of America 

Response to Racist Violence in Charlottesville, VA 
The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of 
America stands with all people of good will in condemning the hateful 
violence and lamenting the loss of life that resulted from the shameful 
efforts to promote racial bigotry and white supremacist ideology in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 
The Orthodox Church emphatically declares that it does not promote, 
protect or sanction participation in such reprehensible acts of hatred, 
racism, and discrimination, and proclaims that such beliefs and behaviors 
have no place in any community based in respect for the law and faith in a 
loving God. 
The essence of the Christian Gospel and the spirit of the Orthodox 
Tradition are entirely and self-evidently incompatible with ideologies that 
declare the superiority of any race over another. Our God shows no 
partiality or favoritism (Deuteronomy 10:17, Romans 2:11). Our Lord 
Jesus Christ broke down the dividing wall of hostility that had separated 
God from humans and humans from each other (Ephesians 2:14). In 
Christ Jesus, the Church proclaims, there can be neither Jew nor Greek, 
slave nor free, male or female, but all are one (Galatians 3:28). 
Furthermore, we call on one another to have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather to expose them (Ephesians 5:11). 
And what is darkness if not hatred? The one who hates his brother is in 
the darkness and walks in the darkness. (1 John 2:11) 
Furthermore, in 1872, Hierarchs from around the world assembled in 
Constantinople and denounced all forms of xenophobia and chauvinism 
(phyletism). They agreed that the promotion of racial or national 
supremacy and ethnic bias or dissension in the Church of Christ is to be 
censured as contrary to the sacred teachings of the Christian Gospel and 
the holy canons of the Church. It is formally condemned as heresy, the 
strongest category of false teaching. 
Finally, such actions as we have witnessed in recent days, by self-
proclaimed white supremacists, neo-Nazis, and various racists and 
fascists, betray the core human values of love and solidarity. In this, we 
pray wholeheartedly for the families of those who lost their lives or 
suffered in these tragic events. In like manner, we cannot condone any 
form of revenge or retaliation by any group or individual. Therefore, we 
fervently appeal to every person of good will, and especially the leaders 
of our great nation, to consider and adopt ways of reconciling differences 
in order to rise above any and all discrimination in our history, our 
present, and our future. 
____________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Antiochian Women/Ladies’ Outing 
Sand Hill Berries and Greendance Winery 

306 Deer Field Drive, Mt. Pleasant 
Sunday, August 27th 

1:00pm to 4:00pm 
Relax and enjoy Good Food 

(salads, sandwiches, homemade desserts) 

A Grief Recovery program will be offered in Greensburg beginning 
in mid-September.  The schedule will be planned to best suit the participants. If 
there are three or more participants from  St. Michael’s Church, the program 
can be offered here; otherwise, it will be offered at St. Bruno Church in South 
Greensburg.    
Grief Recovery is an eight-week program that meets weekly in sessions that last 
about an hour and a half.  It helps grievers work through their own situation of 
grief and recover a capacity for happiness.   
Grief is a normal and natural response to any significant loss.  Although loss of 
a loved one through death is the reason many participate in “Grief Recovery,” 
the program is effective for any kind of loss. 

To inquire or register, contact Sister Edie or go to: 
estrong@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Listen to Buddy Mac Band (talented local band)  
Questions?  Contact Jillian Crowe 

________________________________________________________ 

“Food on the Hill” 
“Food on the Hill” is the name that has been attached to the lunch for those in 
need that will be prepared and served free of charge on the first Tuesday of 
each month .  Our Men’s Fellowship has continued to take on the work of 
providing a bit of “daily” bread to those who can benefit from it. The next 
“Food on the Hill” lunch is scheduled for Tuesday, September 6, 
2017 from 12:00 to 1:00 PM.   
Anyone who would like to support “Food on the Hill” in any 
capacity you would like, should contact Gus Flizanes.  Please 
make checks out to “St. Michael’s Church” with “Food on the 
Hill” on the memo line. 

16th Annual Food Fair - August 27, 2017, 12-5:00 PM 
St. John the Baptist Church, Wilpen 



 

 

Our Parish Council Meeting Observed 
(Meeting of August 15, 2017; reported by Fr. John) 

 Our Parish Council gathered this past Tuesday evening, August 15, for our 
regular monthly meeting which, at least according to the clock, was rather irregular. 
First, I am thankful that we have leaders who we can trust to be attentively 
concerned for the good administration of our church.  While long meetings are not 
an indication of effectiveness (in fact, the opposite is more often the case), they will 
sometimes occur, and last Tuesday was such a time.  It was remarkable that the 
attendees equanimously maintained their focus for more than three hours of 
conversation and deliberation that covered the broad spectrum of our church life. 
 “Follow the money,” is a phrase that might apply, or perhaps more accurately, 
follow the lack of money, as our financial report revealed a shortfall to our budget.  
As may be noted in the Financial Summary below, there is a sizable difference 
between our income to date this year and that of last year’s income, or even to this 
year’s budgeted income.  The good news is that at this point in time we have a 
reserve that will allow us to continue to pay our bills and maintain our facility in a 
timely and responsible manner until we can determine what action may be taken to 
reverse the trend of the Summary Report. 

St. Michael’s Financial Summary Year to Date as of July 31, 2017 
 This Year  Last Year  Budget 

Income $130,568.71 $150,285.75 $139,628.30 
Expenses $153,488.24 $166,180.24 $168,128.45 
Net Income/ (Loss)   $(22,919.53)  $(15,894.49)  $(28,500.15) 

(This report is a summary of our financial position through the month of 
July.  Updated Monthly Financial Summary Reports will appear in the 
bulletin.  Questions may be addressed to Treasurer Christian Sam or 
Assistant Treasurer Jeff Curry.) 

 Following the financial report, the meeting was cruising along rather nicely until 
we arrived at our facility maintenance report, the details of which required our 
extended time and attention.  (Thank you to Gus Flizanes for leading this work.)  
While all aspects of the condition of our infrastructure are being addressed, how this 
fits into our financial planning will require our prayerful and wise attention.  Here’s 
a brief, enumerated summary of Gus’ report: 

1) All four of our facility electrical boxes were assessed as unsafe and in need of
replacement at the cost of $1,100 per box.  Two have been replaced to date.

2) Non-catastrophic termite damage has been discovered in the basement which
will cost in the range of $3,000 to repair.

3) Our radon gas levels are higher than desirable (mostly in the basement which
affects the rest of the building to a lesser degree).  $1,500 has been spent for
testing with resolution estimates forthcoming.

4) A less than alarming presence of mold has been discovered in the basement.
Further testing will be done with recommendations forthcoming.

 Recognizing that being alive means being challenged as to how best to live, let 
us thank God for His blessings, especially those that encourage us to grow in love 
for each other and trust in Him through Whom all things are possible. 
 Please do your best to keep your pledges up to date and, if possible, increase 
your generosity to God and His Church as we work together for His glory and our 
salvation. 
___________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Ina Abraham Memorial Camp Scholarship Fund 
PAINT and WINE Party 

Greensburg Art Center, Todd School Road 
Thursday, August 24, 6:00 to 9:00 PM 

Pat Majcher will instruct and lead us in how to do a painting of a flower . 
RSVP to Pat at  majr1186@comcast.net 

Limited Space — $25 per person — B.Y.O.B 
checks payable to “St. Michael’s,” “Ina Abraham” in the memo space 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Church School “Welcome” Sunday Open House with 
Registration will be held TODAY. 
First day of class is on August 27. 

If you would serve on the Church School Team as a teacher, substitute 
or assistant, sign on with Keira Sisley or Fotini Wetzel. 

__________________________________________________________ 

Today (8/20), Sunday (8/27) and Sunday, (9/3) 
are the Sundays left before our 

Sunday, September 10, Mediterranean Buffet. 
1) Sign up to work on as many teams as you can.

2) Invite your friends to the “Buffet.”
3) Turn in your ticket money.

_____________________________________________________________ 

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE BREAKFAST 
to benefit The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) 
Saturday, September 23, in our Fellowship Hall 

8:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
Adults: $5     Children: $3 

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

WALK FOR THE CURE - “Light the Night” 
to benefit The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) 

Tuesday, October 10, 5:30 PM 
at HEINZ FIELD (walk starts at 7:00 PM) 
Come walk.  Come support. Come donate. 

http://pages.lightthenight.org/wpa/pttsbrgh17jennzfriendz 
See Michele Gajewski or Paulette Sproch for 

tickets for The Breakfast, info on The Walk, or to donate. 



REMEMBER, the Second Week on this schedule May Change... 
ALWAYS USE THE MOST CURRENT BULLETIN! 

Secretary Office Hours:  
Mon. & Fri., 9-3; Wed., 1-4 

August 27 thru September 2 
Sunday, Aug. 27 

- 8:45 AM - FESTAL MATINS
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- First Day of Church School
- Antiochian Women’s Meeting

Monday, August 28 
 - 5:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LIT’RGY

Beheading of John the Baptist 
- 6:30 PM - “Buffet” Planning M’ting

Wednesday, August 30 (fast) 
- 7:00 PM - Church School Meeting

Thursday, August 31 
 - 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LIT’RGY

 Liturgical New Year 
- 7:15 PM  - Choir Rehearsal follows

Saturday, September 2 
- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS 
DIVINE LITURGY for the 
beginning of the New Liturgical 
Year will be celebrated at 
6:00 PM on Thursday evening, 
August 31.  Mark your calendar. 

O Lord, save Thy people 
and bless Thine inheritance! 

August 20 thru August 26 
Sunday, Aug. 20 

- 8:45 AM - FESTAL MATINS
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Church School “Welcome”
Open House 

- 1:00 PM - Baptism -
 Anastasia Steinman 

Tues., August 22 
 - 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LIT’RGY

   Irenaeus of Lyons 
Wednesday, August 23 (fast) 

- 7:00 PM - Church School Meeting
Thursday, August 24 

- 7:00 PM - Choir Rehearsal
 (This will be our first 
 opportunity to meet and 

    rehearse with Maria Long.) 
Saturday, August 26 

- 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM - Inside  Set up
for Mediterranean Buffet 

- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS
_______________________________

_______________________________

HAVE YOU NOTICED the TREE 
with WHITE TAGS in the hallway? 

 Please stop by and take a tag (or two) as a 
reminder of what you can contribute as a way of  
supporting Saint Michael’s Mediterranean Buffet, 
which will be held on Sunday, September 10th.  
 It will be greatly appreciated by the wonderful 
cooks and bakers of St. Michael’s, as they are 
preparing the food for the community fundraising event.  Bring your 
items and pl ace them under the “Buffet Tree.” 

Thank you!  Water.  We can especially use bottled water. 
________________________________________________________ 




