
 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 
To all who are present with us this morning, 

Welcome, and thank you for being here! 
Please join us for “coffee and…” 

in the Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy. 

You May Find the Text of the Divine Liturgy beginning on the bottom  of 
page 91 of the Service Book (gold embossed cross on the reddish brown 
cover) or in the green-spiral-bound book; sheet music can be found in the 
8.5” x 11” large, spiral-bound booklet. 

At the Kiss of Peace our practice is for each of us to greet the person to our 
right and left with the bowing of our head, hands held in a prayerful clasp 
or crossed on the chest, while offering each other the seasonal Christian 
greeting, “Christ is in our midst!” and responding, “He is and shall be!” 

Please remember that Holy Communion is reserved for those Chrismated 
Orthodox Christians who have appropriately prepared themselves through 
prayer, fasting and Confession to receive the Holy Mysteries of the 
Church. The bread (anti’doron, which means ‘in place’ of the gifts) which 
we share after Communion and at the end of the Liturgy is for all. 

Being mindful we are in church, let us always remember to… 
...be quiet and attentive. Let us sing, pray, stand, sit, kneel and respond 

where responses are indicated. Let us not talk, look around, text message, 
play games, etc. Especially let us work at this in the Communion line and 
when in line to venerate the Cross and depart. If we cannot hear the post-
Communion prayers being chanted during our church departure, we are 
way too noisy. 

...refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum. (most obviously and 
especially if you will be receiving Holy Communion). 

...stay put. Except in rare cases, there are few of us who cannot stay in one 
location for two hours (actually less, for most of us). 

St. Michael’s Orthodox 
Christian Church 

1182 Ashland St., Greensburg, PA  15601 
Diocese of Charleston, Oakland and the Mid-Atlantic 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 
of North America. 
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The Mission of Our Church 
The mission of St Michael’s Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Church is to tend the flock of our Lord Jesus Christ and to 
spread the Good News of Christ to those outside the flock.  This 
mission is to be accomplished by  a) living a full liturgical and 
sacramental life, b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to 
all people, c) providing effective charitable and social programs,  
and d) establishing strong spiritual leadership and resources. 
___________________________________________________ 

Blessed Xenia of  
of St. Petersburg 

SYRIAN CHRISTIAN RELIEF 
As the Syrian crisis continues, we continue to accept donations to do what we 
can to help ease the suffering there. Checks may be written to “St. Michael’s” 
with the note “Syrian Relief.”  The following is a  link to International 
Orthodox Christian Charities ((IOCC) “Response to the Crisis in Syria” page 
with more information on what you can do to help: 

http://www.iocc.org/countries/countries_syria.aspx



 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 
Tone:  6    Eothinon:  9 

Greeting:  Christ is in our midst!  Response:  He is and shall be! 
Thirty-second Sunday after Pentecost & Fifteenth Sunday of Luke; 
Holy Apostle Timothy and Anastasios the Persian; Venerable 
Joseph the Sanctified of Crete. 

__________________________________________________________ 

THE EPISTLE READING 
St. Paul to St. Timothy  (4:9-15) 

T       IMOTHY, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full 
acceptance. For to this end we toil and strive, because we have 
our hope set on the living God, Who is the Savior of all men, 

especially of those who believe. Command and teach these things. Let no 
one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and 
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I come, attend to the public 
reading of scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift 
you have, which was given you by prophetic utterance when the council 
of elders laid their hands upon you. Practice these duties; devote yourself 
to them, so that all may see your progress. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
According to St. Luke (19: 1-10) 

A  T THAT TIME, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing 
through. And there was a man named Zacchaeus; he was a 
chief tax collector, and rich. And he sought to see Who 

Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small 
of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see 
Jesus, for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, 
He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; 
for I must stay at your house today.” So he made haste and came down, 
and received Him joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, 
“He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And 
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 
restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to 
this house, since he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man came to 
seek and to save the lost.” 
__________________________________________________________ 



 

CALEB’S CUPBOARD is always in need of contributions.
It is located in the big chest you see as you come through the main 
entrance of our church..  It is a very simple way to help our hungry 
neighbors.   
If you could bring in a few cans of food, cereal, pasta, paper goods or 
other nonperishables when you come to church, you will be making a big 
difference for someone in need.  Also, please check that the goods you 
bring are “reasonably” close in time to the expiration date.   
We could also use donations of personal care items such as 
shampoo, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, it would also benefit 
those who find themselves homeless and in need, especially as 
the extreme cold weather arrives. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Saturday, March 11 

9:00 AM to 2:30 PM 
Let your regular blood giving friends know about 
this date so that they may schedule their donation 
accordingly. 

“Food on the Hill” Lunch Ministry 
“Food on the Hill” is the name that has been attached to the lunch for 
those in need that will be prepared and served free of charge on the 
first Tuesday of each month .  Our Men’s Fellowship has continued to 
take on the work of providing a bit of “daily” bread to those who can 
benefit from it.  

The next “Food on the Hill” lunch is scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 7, 2017 from 12:00 to 1:00 PM. 

Anyone who would like to support “Food on the 
Hill” in any capacity you would like, should 
contact Gus Flizanes.  Please make checks out 
to “St. Michael’s Church” with “Food  on the 
Hill” on the memo line. If you can possibly also 
help provide transportation on the day of the 
luncheon, please contact Gus. 

To make an appointment to have your home blessed, contact Fr. 
John (call, text, email) or the Church office. 



The Volunteer sign-up sheet is posted in the Fellowship Hall. 
St. Michael’s next hosted meal is: Wednesday, February 8th  from 

11:30-1:00PM First Evangelical Lutheran Church 246 South Main St., Gbg. 

Dear Father John and parishioners of St. Michael’s, 
Thank you and the church for being Ina’s spiritual home for the last 30  years. 
We very much appreciate your kind words during the services, and the support 
of the congregation during the services, and for the wonderful meals.  Please 
accept this donation from my brother Fred and me as well as our families.  
Again, thank you for everything! Lee Johnson (son of Ina Abraham)

St. Michael’s parishioners volunteer their time and energy in the 
preparation, hosting and serving of the luncheon to help feed some hungry 
people at First Lutheran Church on South Main Street on the second 
Wednesday of every other month. 
If you are interested in joining us in this worthwhile community effort, please 
contact Michele Murray at 724-837-2244.   

REMEMBER, the Second Week on this schedule May Change: 
ALWAYS USE THE MOST CURRENT BULLETIN! 

January 29 thru February 4
Sunday, January 29 

- 8:45 AM - MATINS
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Church School
Monday, January 30 

- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY
 The Three Holy Hierarchs 

Wednesday, February 1 
- 5:00 PM - Grief Recovery Program
- 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LIT’RGY

 Presentation of Our Lord 
- Choir Rehearsal follows

Saturday, February 4 
- 5:00 PM - Chant Rehearsal
- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS

Secretar
 
y Debbie will be in the office 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
 from 9 AM to 2 PM. 

 January 22 thru January 28 
Sunday, January 22 

- 8:45 AM - MATINS
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Church School
- 12:30 - Prayer for Victims

   of Abortion 
Monday, January 23 

- 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LIT’RGY
   Xenia of St. Petersburg 

Tuesday, January 24 
- 6:30 PM - Executive Board Mtg.
- 7:00 PM - Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday, January 25 
- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

 Gregory the Theologian 
- 5:00 PM - Grief Recovery Program

Saturday, January 28 
- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

Ephraim and Isaac the Syrians 
- 5:00 PM - Chant Rehearsal
- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS

Holy Family Church, Latrobe, is taking reservations for the “March for Life,” to be held on Friday, 
January 27th in Washington, DC.  The cost for transportation is $25 per person. The bus leaves 
Latrobe Memorial Stadium at 4:45 AM and should be back in Latrobe by 10 PM. 

Please make your checks payable to ‘Holy Family Church,’ and mail them to Shari Lewis, 440 
Hillcrest Drive, Latrobe, PA  15650. P lease include the names of all of those attending and cell 
numbers for each participant.  



 

 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS AND ABORTION 
by Fr. John Garvey 

The Orthodox Church is opposed to the practice of abortion, a practice which is 
increasingly common in our society.  How are we to respond--individually and as a 
Church—to a practice many of our fellow Americans regard as nothing more than a 
matter of choice?  What are the Orthodox roots of opposition to abortion?  How 
should Orthodox respond to the pressing moral issue of abortion? 
EARLY CHRISTIAN OPPOSITION TO ABORTION 
The World in which Christianity first appeared was familiar with abortion.  Jews 
opposed it, which perplexed the ancient Romans; they found Jewish opposition to 
abortion irrational.  (One example the Romans offered was the complication that 
new offspring caused if you had already drawn up a will... couldn’t the Jews 
understand how inconvenient a new child was in a case like this?) 
In ancient Roman law, children were considered the property of the father.  After 
seeing his newborn children, a father could choose not to accept them, in which 
case they were “exposed”—literally left outside, to die or to be taken in by a 
compassionate stranger.  If a stranger chose to, he or she could rescue and take in a 
child abandoned this way (the stoic philosopher Epictetus did this); but the choice 
of life or death lay with the father of the house.  Female infants were the most 
frequent victims of this practice. 
In contrast to this, children were usually important in the New Testament: they are 
brought forward to Jesus, for his blessing; and John the Forerunner “leaps” in 
Elizabeth’s womb at Mary’s greeting. 
In Paul’s letter to the Galatians there is an interesting phrase that may be a New 
Testament condemnation of abortifacient medicine.  (Scholars are not sure about 
this.)  Galatians 5:20 speaks of the works of the flesh, which are opposed to the 
fruits of the spirit.  Among the works of the flesh, one is frequently translated 
“sorcery”—a translator's interpretation of the Greek word “pharmakeia,” literally 
“medicine.”  This may refer to the occult use of drugs, but it may also refer to 
abortifacients. 
There are other, more clear ancient Christian witnesses against abortion.  The 
Didache is one of the earliest Christian works, contemporary with some of the New 
Testament writings; it was probably composed around the year 100 A.D.  It 
condemns what it also calls pharmakeia and goes on to say, “You shall not slay the 
child by abortion. You shall not kill what is generated.” 
The Epistle of Barnabas contains similar language, and Clement of Alexandria 
associates the destruction of the fetus with the destruction of love for humanity. 
Tertullian condemned abortion, and in the second century, a Christian answered 
anti-Christian allegations that Christians engaged in human sacrifice: “How can we 
kill a man when we are those who say that all who use abortifacients are homicides, 
and will account to God for their abortions as for the killing of men? For the fetus 
in the womb is not an animal.” 
Some modern defenders of abortion argue, wrongly, that Christian opposition to 
abortion is relatively new.  They point out that ancient and medieval Christian 
writers made distinctions between the “formed” and “unformed” fetus, the time 
before and after “quickening” when some believed the soul entered the unborn 
child.  Their assumption is that this distinction made early abortion—before 
“quickening”—acceptable. 
Although these distinctions can be found in the writings of Sts. Jerome and 
Augustine, and in the writings of such later Roman Catholic theologians as Thomas 
Aquinas, they were never understood as offering permission for early abortions.   



 

 

St. Basil explicitly rejected the distinction between the formed and unformed fetus 
as beside the essential point.  St. John Chrysostom attacked married men who 
encouraged prostitutes and mistresses to abort.  “You do not let a harlot remain only 
a harlot, but make her a murderess as well.” 
Finally, it is important to realize the profound significance of the fact that we 
celebrate the feasts of the conception of the Theotokos and the conception of John 
the Forerunner—in addition to the Annunciation, which is the feast of Jesus’ 
conception. 
WHAT ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN OPPOSITION TO ABORTION MEANS 
As Christians, we believe that our lives are not accidents.  We have been called into 
being from nothingness by God, and are meant for eternal life.  God’s calling us 
into being is the sign of a love we can only being to imagine, a love revealed most 
perfectly in Christ. 
There is no doubt, scientifically, that a unique human life starts at conception. 
Because we believe that each of us is willed to be, by God, we cannot accept the 
belief that the humanity which starts at conception is accidental, or has no value 
because it is not yet capable of the decisions and emotions and independent actions 
we usually associate with being a person.  This life will become what we are—
unless we end it.  Even when an abortion is performed to save the life of a mother 
(and such abortions are extremely rare), something profoundly tragic has occurred. 
Every life is valued infinitely by God. This includes the life of the unborn child, as 
well as the criminal, the enemy, the political oppressor, and the most annoying 
person we know.  Although we fail in the task every day, we are called on, by our 
baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, to reflect God's love for everyone 
who lives. 
We cannot allow this obligation to be marginalized.  It is not always easy--in fact it 
will often involve us in the most profound inner struggle—to love as we are called 
to love.  As Dostoevsky wrote, “Love in practice is a harsh and dreadful thing.  Our 
model of love is not a sentimental pastel-colored greeting card, but Christ crucified. 
There are situations in which birth-giving is at least profoundly inconvenient, and 
others in which it may be absolutely terrifying.  We should see something infinitely 
more terrifying, however, in a heart that is willing to kill life at its start, at its most 
vulnerable moment of being. 
WHAT SHOULD WE DO? 
Complicated questions arise immediately, however.  Granted that all of the above is 
true, what is the most effective way to bear witness to our belief that we exist 
because of God's love?  This belief is at the root of the Orthodox opposition to 
abortion and to every other detail of the holiness of every human life. 
Many of those who oppose abortion have worked against a legal climate that has 
made the choice of abortion a relatively simple thing. The United States has the 
most permissive abortion laws in the industrialized Western world; there are more 
restrictions even in the most secular nations of Western Europe. Working to change 
the legal climate makes good sense and is one valuable form of pro-life witness. 
It is not enough, however.  Harvard Law professor Mary Ann Glendon has pointed 
out that the United States not only has the most permissive abortion laws in the 
industrialized West; its social policy does less for women and children than any 
other industrialized nation.  She sees a connection.  A nation in which single 
women, or poor married women, are afraid to have children because they will be 
left alone if they do is one in which abortion will often be seen as a lesser evil.  To 
see it that way is wrong, from a Christian point of view.  But it is also wrong to 
condemn abortion, without trying to help those for whom bearing a child will 
involve real burdens. 



 

 

THE 2017 PRAYER VIGIL FOR LIFE will take place at the National 
Mall in Washington, DC on Thursday, January 26, at 5:30 PM 
THE 2017 MARCH FOR LIFE RALLY will take place at the National 
Mall in Washington, DC on Friday, January 27 at 12:00 PM. 

http://marchforlife.org/mfl-2017/rally-march-info/ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Changes in law are part of this.  Bearing a child should not mean the end of 
educational or work opportunities, and these possibilities weigh most heavily upon 
poor women in our society.  In addition to working for changes in the law which 
might erode the permissive approach to obtaining abortions, it is important to work 
for positive justice, for a climate in which those women who bear children will not 
be penalized for having made that choice. 
Many people volunteered to work for organizations which help unmarried pregnant 
women, or poor women who cannot afford appropriate pre-natal care.  People have 
opened their homes to women who have chosen to bear a child rather than choose 
abortion, and there are many people eager to adopt such children. 
MOVING BEYOND THE LAW 
In many of these cases—both working against current permissive abortion law, and 
working for a social climate in which abortion will not seem desirable—the 
emphasis is on law.  We have to move beyond law, however, to the most difficult 
areas of persuasion and example, which rest finally on our spiritual lives, on the 
ways in which we have taken prayer into our hearts and allowed it to transform us. 
Example and persuasion are especially important because, if abortifacient drugs 
become widely available, the issue may be removed from the legal arena.  It will 
remain a pressing moral issue, one to which we may not be indifferent.  In the long 
run law must be based upon a general consensus within a society.  When the issue 
is reduced to a “right to choose” all the most important issues are pushed aside. 
What should we choose?  What is human life for?  Is it something over which we 
have rights—or towards which we have an infinite obligation?  Is life made 
valuable primarily by my attitude towards it?  Does a life's value depend upon 
whether I find it convenient or burdensome?  Or is human life the gift of a God who 
loves it and wills it to be? 
All the verbal arguments in the world will not persuade people as much as the 
example of someone who manifests a genuine and compassionate respect for life. 
The ways in which we choose to do that will vary from person to person—but as 
Christians it is our calling not only to oppose the use of abortion, but to manifest a 
profound love of, and gratitude, for God’s gift of life. 

+   +   +   +   + 
Fr. John Garvey fell asleep in the Lord on Tuesday, January 20, 2015.  A 
graduate of St. Vladimir's Seminary, Yonkers, NY, he served in parishes on the 
East Coast until he and his wife, Matushka Regina, relocated to Puyallup, WA 
in retirement.  In addition to his pastoral duties, he was widely known for his 
published writings, and was a regular columnist for Commonweal.  He also 
had contributed articles to the Atlantic Monthly and The New York Times Book 
Review and was the author of several books, including The Prematurely Saved 
(Templegate Press).  May his memory be eternal! 

Reprinted from the OCA Resource Handbook for Lay Ministries 
___________________________________________________________________ 




