
 

Sunday, September 4, 2016 
To all who are present with us this morning, 

Welcome!  Thank you for being here. 

Please join us for coffee and… 
in the Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy. 

You May Find the Text of the Divine Liturgy beginning on the bottom  of 
page 91 of the Service Book (gold embossed cross on the reddish brown 
cover) or in the green-spiral-bound book; sheet music can be found in the 
8.5” x 11” large, spiral-bound booklet. 

At the Kiss of Peace our practice is for each of us to greet the person to our 
right and left with the bowing of our head, hands held in a prayerful clasp 
or crossed on the chest, while offering each other the seasonal Christian 
greeting, “Christ is in our midst!” and responding, “He is and shall be!” 

Please remember that Holy Communion is reserved for those Chrismated 
Orthodox Christians who have appropriately prepared themselves through 
prayer, fasting and Confession to receive the Holy Mysteries of the 
Church. The bread (anti’doron, which means ‘in place’ of the gifts) which 
we share after Communion and at the end of the Liturgy is for all. 

Being mindful we are in church, let us always remember to… 
...be quiet and attentive. Let us sing, pray, stand, sit, kneel and respond 

where responses are indicated. Let us not talk, look around, text message, 
play games, etc. Especially let us work at this in the Communion line and 
when in line to venerate the Cross and depart. If we cannot hear the post-
Communion prayers being chanted during our church departure, we are 
way too noisy. 

...refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum. (most obviously and 
especially if you will be receiving Holy Communion). 

...stay put. Except in rare cases, there are few of us who cannot stay in one 
location for two hours (actually less, for most of us). 
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The Mission of Our Church 
The mission of St Michael’s Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Church is to tend the flock of our Lord Jesus Christ and to 
spread the Good News of Christ to those outside the flock.  This 
mission is to be accomplished by  a) living a full liturgical and 
sacramental life, b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to 
all people, c) providing effective charitable and social programs,  
and d) establishing strong spiritual leadership and resources. 
___________________________________________________ 

SYRIAN CHRISTIAN RELIEF 
As the Syrian crisis continues, we continue to accept donations to do what we 
can to help ease the suffering there. Checks may be written to “St. Michael’s” 
with the note “Syrian Relief.”  The following is a  link to International 
Orthodox Christian Charities ((IOCC) “Response to the Crisis in Syria” page 
with more information on what you can do to help: 

http://www.iocc.org/countries/countries_syria.aspx



 

Sunday, September 4, 2016 
Greeting:  Christ is in our midst!        Response:  He is and shall be! 

Tone:  2          Eothinon:  11 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost / of Matthew; Hieromartyr Babylas of 
Antioch; Prophet Moses the God-seer; Martyrs Jerusalem, Sekendos, 
Sekendios and Kegouros in Aleppo; Martyr Hermione, daughter of the 
Apostle Philip the deacon; Venerable Anthimos the New. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

THE EPISTLE READING 
St. Paul to the Corinthians (9:2-12) 

B RETHREN, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  This 
is my defense to those who would examine me.  Do we not have the 
right to our food and drink?  Do we not have the right to be 

accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and 
Cephas?  Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working 
for a living?  Who serves as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard 
without eating any of its fruit?  Who tends a flock without getting some of the 
milk?  Do I say this on human authority?  Does not the law say the same?  For it is 
written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out 
the grain.”  Is it for oxen that God is concerned?  Does he not speak entirely for our 
sake?  It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and 
the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop.  If we have sown spiritual good 
among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits?  If others share this 
rightful claim upon you, do not we still more?  Nevertheless, we have not made use 
of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
According to St. Matthew (18:23-35) 

T       HE LORD SPOKE THIS PARABLE: “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants.  When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who 

owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.  So 
the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’  And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released 
him and forgave him the debt.  But that same servant, as he went out, came upon 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 
throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  So his fellow servant fell down and besought 
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  He refused and went and put 
him in prison until he should pay the debt.  When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord 
all that had taken place.  Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant!  I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should 
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’  And in 
anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.  So also 
My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.” 
__________________________________________________________ 



SCHOOL KITS 
The Antiochian Women are once again gathering school 
supplies for the orphans living in refuge camps in Syria. 

Please return the tote bags to Connie Volchko or to the 
church office by September 11th.  

Now is an especially great time to buy the needed supplies as the 
prices are great for Back to School. So, if you are out shopping…. 

HERE IS LIST OF TOTE BAG SUPPLIES: 
1 - pair of blunt tip scissors 
1 - 30cm/12 inch ruler 
1 - pencil sharpener 
6 - new pencils with erasers 
1 - large eraser 
1 - box of 24 crayons 

 12 - sheets of colored construction paper 
- pads/notebooks of ruled paper, approx. 8.5” x 11”

containing 150-200 sheets of paper
Any questions, please call the office.  

Thanks for supporting this worthwhile project!
_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Regarding the Church Calendar  (oca.org) 
 Although the first of September is considered the start of the Church 
year according to the Orthodox Church calendar, the real liturgical center 
of the annual cycle of Orthodox worship is the feast of the Resurrection of 
Christ. All elements of Orthodox liturgical piety point to and flow from 
Easter, the celebration of the New Christian Passover. Even the “fixed 
feasts” of the Church such as Christmas and Epiphany which are 
celebrated according to a fixed date on the calendar take their liturgical 
form and inspiration from the Paschal feast. 
 The Easter cycle of worship begins with the season of Great Lent, 
preceded by the special pre-lenten Sundays. The lenten order of worship 
fulfills itself in Holy Week and the Great Day of Christ’s Resurrection. 
Following Easter there are the fifty days of paschal celebration until the 
feast of Pentecost. Every week of the year is then considered in the 
Church’s worship as a “Sunday after Pentecost.” The weeks are counted 
in this way (First Sunday, Second Sunday, etc.) until the pre-lenten 
season begins again when the weeks are given their name and central 
content of worship in view of the annual return of Easter. 
 There are two special liturgical books for the Easter cycle of worship, 
the Lenten Triodion and the Easter Triodion (literally the Flower Triodion), 
which is also called the Pentecostarion. These books are called Triodions 
because of the “three odes” which are often sung during the church 
services of these seasons. 
 The Sundays and weeks following Pentecost also have their special 
book called the Octoechos which literally means the “eight tones.” The 
Octoechos contains the services for each day of the week. Sunday is 
always dedicated to the Resurrection of Christ. Wednesdays and -Fridays 
commemorate Christ’s suffering and crucifixion. Monday’s theme is the 
“bodiless powers,” the angels. Tuesday is dedicated to the memory of 
John the Baptist, Thursday to the apostles and Saint Nicholas, and 
Saturday to the Theotokos with the memory of the departed. 
 On each day of the week, beginning with the eve of the Lord’s Day, the 
services are sung in the same “tone” or musical melody. There are eight 
sets of services in eight different “tones” (hence, the name Octoechos), 
sung in a revolving pattern throughout the year. Thus, for example, on the 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost there would be Tone 1; the 3rd Sunday after 
Pentecost, Tone 2; the 4th Sunday after Pentecost, Tone 3, and so on 
until the 10th Sunday which is again Tone 1. This cycle of “tones” exists 
for every week of the year, although when the lenten season approaches 
the emphasis falls once more upon the preparation for the celebration of 
Easter. 
 In addition to the Easter cycle of worship with the “weeks after 
Pentecost,” and existing together with it, is the Church’s worship for each 
particular day of the year, each of which is dedicated to certain saints or 
sacred events. Each month has a special liturgical book called the 
Menaion which contains the specific service for each day of that month. 
The solemnity of the day is proportionate to the importance and popularity 
of the given saints or events to be commemorated. 

(continued—turn the following page) 



 

St. Michael’s 
Shish-Kebab Dinner 

Sunday, September 18 
11:00 am to 5:30 pm 

1) Outdoor set-up will take place 
on Saturday, September 17.

2) On the day of the Dinner, Divine 
Liturgy will begin at 9:00 AM.

3) On the day of the Dinner, we ask 
that no one who is a church 
member park in the parking lot. 
Plan on parking on the grassy 
island at the bottom of the entry to 
our lot.
 

________________________________ 

Planning Meeting #7 
for the St. Michael’s 

Shish-Kabob Dinner 
will be held in the Multi-Purp Rm 

this Wednesday, September 7 
immediately following 

Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the 
Nativity of the Theotokos. 

Please join us and bring your talent, 
your ideas, your energy!!! 

Questions? 
Contact Ed Sam at 
412-401-4725 
____________________________ 

St. Michael’s 
Shish-Kebab Dinner 

Count Down — 14 Days 
Dinner Day—Sunday, September 18 
Even if you are a notoriously late 
planner, now is the time for all of 
us to volunteer and sign up to 
work at our Shish-Kabob Dinner. 
If you have no idea where you 
might like to serve or where you 
may be most needed, talk with Ed 
Sam today (412-401-4725). 

_________________________________ 

ATTENTION, BAKERS 
We invite your expertise and skill in 
supplying baked goods for our Shish-
Kabob Dinner on September 18.  Please 
bring in your prepackaged and ready 
for sale baked goods by Saturday, Sept. 
17 at 3:00 PM to the fellowship hall.   
For packaging directions, please, please, 
please, call Joanne at (724) 600-0524 or 
Bonnie at 724-516-2971. 
_________________________________ 

SEE THE DINNER TREE 
in the hallway 

decorated with WHITE TAGS? 
 Please stop by and take a tag (or two) 
and support the Shish-Kabob Dinner 
(September 18) by purchasing the items 
designated on the tags. 
 Your donations are pure profit for the 
financial bottom line of the Dinner.  
Thank you very much for your 
generosity of shopping time and money! 

Bring your items to church 
(please pay attention to brand names) 

and place them under the “Food Tree.” 
_______________________________  



 

 

Have you returned your Shish-Kabob Dinner ticket 
sales yet? Do you need additional tickets to sell? 
Call Debbie in the church office at 724-834-1311. 

_______________________________________________________ 

(continued) 
 There are twelve major feast days of the Church which are universally 
celebrated: the Nativity, Epiphany, Presentation to the Temple (called the 
“Meeting of the Lord”) and Transfiguration of Christ; the Nativity, 
Annunciation, Presentation to the Temple and Dormition of Mary; the 
Exaltation of the Cross; and, from the Paschal cycle, the feast of the 
Lord’s entry into Jerusalem, the feast of the Lord’s Ascension and the 
feast of Pentecost. Easter is not counted among the twelve major feasts of 
the Church since it is considered by itself as “the feast of feasts.” 
Different Orthodox churches emphasize the other days of the year 
according to their particular relevancy and significance. Thus, the day of 
Saint Sergius would be greatly celebrated in Russia, Saint Spiridon in 
Greece, and Saint Herman in America. Some days, such as Saints Peter 
and Paul, Saint Nicholas, and Saint Michael, also enjoy a universal 
popularity in the church. 

Major Feasts of the Church 
September 8  The Nativity of Mary the Theotokos 
September 14 The Exaltation of the Cross 
November 21 The Presentation of the Theotokos to the Temple 
December 25 The Nativity of Christ 
January 6  Epiphany (The Baptism of Christ) 
February 2  The Meeting of Christ in the Temple 
March 25   The Annunciation 
August 6 The Transfiguration of Christ 
August 15 The Dormition (Falling Asleep) of the Theotokos 

Feasts of the Paschal Cycle (Triodion and Pentecostarion) 
Palm Sunday Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem 
Holy PASCHA The Resurrection of Christ (The Feast of Feasts) 
Ascension The Ascension of Christ 
Pentecost The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

 The feast of Christmas has its own cycle of prayer patterned after 
Easter. There is a forty-day lent preceding it and a post-feast celebration 
following it. The feasts of Mary’s Dormition and Saints Peter and Paul also 
have traditional lenten preparations of shorter duration. Most of the major 
feasts have a pre-festal preparation of liturgical prayer, and a post-festal 
glorification. This means that the feast is called to mind and is glorified in 
the Church’s liturgical services in anticipation of its coming and is also 
celebrated in songs and prayers for some days in the Church after its 
passing. 
___________________________________________________________ 



 

REMEMBER, the Second Week on this schedule May Change: 
ALWAYS USE THE MOST CURRENT BULLETIN! 

Secretary Debbie will be in the office  
this week on Tues, Wed & Fri from 9-2. 

_________________________________ 
September 11 thru September 17 

Sunday, September 11 
- 8:45 AM - MATINS
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

- Antiochian Women’s Meeting
- 12:00 PM - Organizational Meeting

 for The Faith study 
Monday, September 12 

- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY
   Autonomos the Martyr 

Tuesday, September 13 
- 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LIT’RGY

 Elevation of the Cross 
Friday, September 16 

- 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LIT’RGY
 Sophia and her daughters,  
 Faith, Hope and Charity (Love) 

Saturday, September 17 
- 8:00 AM - Outdoor Setup for our

Shish-Kabob Dinner 
- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS

Sunday, September 18 
- 7:45 AM - MATINS
- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY
- 11:00 AM to 5:30 PM

St. Michael’s 
 Shish-Kabob Dinner 

________________________________ 

Next Sunday, 12 o’clock noon, 
there will be an organizational 
meeting of those who would read 
and discuss Clark Carlton’s book, 
The Faith, to prepare to become 
members of the Orthodox Faith or 
to grow in knowledge and faith. 

_____________________________ 

September 4 thru September 10 
Sunday, September 4 

- 8:45 AM - MATINS
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

Tuesday, September 6 
- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

 Miracle of the 
 Archangel Michael at Colossae 

- 12:00 noon - Food on the Hill
- 6:30 PM - Church School Meeting

 at Armanious’ home 
Wednesday, September 7 

- 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LIT’RGY
 Nativity of the Theotokos 

- 7:00 PM - “Shish-Kabob” Meeting
Friday, September 9 

- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY
  Joachim and Anna 

Saturday, September 10 
- 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS

_________________________________ 

Indoor set-up for our Shish-
Kabob Dinner took place on 
Saturday, September 3.  
Thanks to all who helped our 
hall setup day be an energetic 
beginning to the Dinner! 

___________________________ 

Attention, TABLE SERVER 
TEAM MEMBERS, 

 You will be having your first 
meeting with your team captain, 
Barli Ross, during Fellowship 
Hour today. 
 Yet-to-volunteer table server 
team members should come and 
make yourselves known. 
___________________________ 

Grand Opening Ceremony 
Bean and Baguette 

250 West Otterman St. 
Greensburg 
12:00 noon 

Saturday, September 10 
___________________________ 


