
 

Sunday, November 22, 2015 
To all who are present with us this morning, 

Welcome! Thank you for being here. 
Please join us for coffee and... 

in the Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy. 

You May Find the Text of the Divine Liturgy beginning on the bottom  page 91 of 
the Service Book (gold embossed cross on the reddish brown cover) or in the green-
spiral-bound book; sheet music can be found in the 8.5” x 11” large, spiral-bound 
booklet. 

At the Kiss of Peace our practice is for each of us to greet the person to our right 
and left with the bowing of our head, hands held in a prayerful clasp or crossed on 
the chest, while offering each other the Christian greeting, “Christ is in our 
midst!” and responding, “He is and shall be!” 

Please remember that Holy Communion is reserved for those Chrismated 
Orthodox Christians who have appropriately prepared themselves through prayer, 
fasting and Confession to receive the Holy Mysteries of the Church. The bread 
(anti’doron, which means ‘in place’ of the gifts) which we share after 
Communion and at the end of the Liturgy is for all. 

Being mindful we are in church, let us always remember to… 
...be quiet and attentive. Let us sing, pray, stand, sit, kneel and respond where 

responses are indicated. Let us not talk, look around, text message, play 
games, etc. Especially let us work at this in the Communion line and when in 
line to venerate the Cross and depart. If we cannot hear the post-Communion 
prayers being chanted during our church departure, we are way too noisy. 

...refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum. (most obviously and especially 
if you will be receiving Holy Communion). 

...stay put. Except in rare cases, there are few of us who cannot stay in one location 
for two hours (actually less, for most of us). 
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The Mission of Our Church 
 The mission of St Michael’s Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
 Church is to tend the flock of our Lord Jesus Christ and to spread 
 the Good News of Christ to those outside the flock.  This mission  
 is to be accomplished by  a) living a full liturgical and  
 sacramental life, b) proclaiming the Orthodox Christian faith to  
 all people, c) providing effective charitable and social programs,    
 and d) establishing strong spiritual leadership and resources. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

SYRIAN CHRISTIAN RELIEF 
As the Syrian crisis continues with little change, we continue to accept donations 
to do what we can to help ease the suffering there. Checks may be written to 
“St. Michael’s” with the note “Syrian Relief.” The following link to a CBS 60 
Minutes program will offer some deeper understanding of what is transpiring: 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-504803_162-57418048-  
10391709/the-last-Christian-village-in-the-holy-land/



Sunday, November 22, 2015 
Greeting:  Christ is in our midst! Response:  He is and shall be! 

Tone:  8 Eothinon:  3 
Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost & Ninth Sunday of Luke. After-
feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos. Apostles Philemon, Apphia, 
Archippos and Onesimos of the Seventy; Clement, bishop of Ochrid 
and enlightener of Bulgaria; Martyr Cecilia of Rome and those with 
her; Venerable Kallistos Xanthopoulos of Athos; Martyr Michael, 
prince of Tver.  

____________________________________________________________ 

THE EPISTLE READING 
St. Paul to the Ephesians (4:1-7) 

B RETHREN, I, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a 
life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with patience, forbearing 

one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one 
hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of us all, Who is above all and through all and in all.  But grace 
was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
According to St. Luke (12:16-21) 

T       HE LORD SPOKE THIS PARABLE, “The land of a 
rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought to himself, 
‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’  And he 

said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, 
Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, 
drink, be merry.’  But God said to him, ‘Fool!  This night your soul is 
required of you; and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 
So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  As 
He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
_____________________________________________________ 



 

 

Statement from the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America on the Reception of 

Refugees in the United States in Light of Recent Terrorist 
Actions Around the World 

Since the tragic terrorist actions in Paris, Beirut, Mali and elsewhere in the past 
two weeks, there have been polarized reactions to the reception of refugees, 
mainly of Syrian nationality, worldwide:  an understandable reaction of concern 
on the one hand, but a sad overreaction of fear on the other.  We are all concerned 
first and foremost for the safety of the citizens of the United States which must be 
continually addressed and assessed.  At the same time, the humanitarian disaster 
caused by the war in Syria to which the U.S. government has contributed by 
calling for the removal of the established Syrian leadership—as it did in Egypt, 
Iraq and Libya—requires a moral response from the people and government of 
our great country.  Misguided U. S. foreign policy helped create the so-called 
“Arab Spring”  which has been a “tornado” that has destroyed Arab countries, 
leaving power vacuums that have fostered the soaring, vicious activity of terrorist 
groups including ISIS, al-Nusra, and others in the Middle East and around the 
world.  All of this has resulted in an unprecedented number of deaths of innocent 
people and lack of basic services like healthcare and sanitation, healthy food and 
drinking water, safe and dignified housing, and so forth. 

We must not be guided by fear or bigotry, but rather let us work to heal the 
wounds of the injured, clothing the naked and feeding the poor as our Lord, God 
and Savior Jesus Christ has taught us. (Matthew 25:35-36) 
_____________________________________________________________ 

FOCUS Pittsburgh 
(Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United for Service) 

FOCUS Pittsburgh is collecting clothes (clean and in good 
condition, please) for the very, very needy people (many homeless) in the Hill 
District neighborhood of the city.  Clothing including coats, jackets, sweaters, 
trousers, shirts, blouses and other tops, shoes, handbags, gloves, scarves, etc., 
are all gratefully received and appreciated.    
There is a drop-off area at the top of the stairs at the main entrance 
for those who would contribute.  The contact people for this project are Marilyn 
Elias (724.493.2986) and Miriam Yazge (724.691.0197). 
_____________________________________________________________ 

HOMEWORK for December 8 (from Missions & Evangelism)
Since the beginning of the year we have been engaged in a conversation regarding 
the future of our church that has included guidance from Fr. Ken DeVoie of the 
Department of Missions and Evangelism.  This worthwhile work will continue in 
an open discussion meeting at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, December 8. 
Fr. Ken has “assigned” for our preparation reading sections 1 and 2 of The 
Purpose Driven Church by Rick Warren.  A few hard copies of this book will be 
available early this week.  Contact Fr. John to borrow one.   It’s only $2.99 at the 
Kindle Store. 
___________________________________________________________________ 



 

“Food on the Hill” Lunch Ministry 
The next “Food on the Hill” lunch is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 1, 2015 from 12:00 to 1:00 PM. 
Anyone who would like to support “Food on the Hill” in any 
capacity you would like, should contact Gust Flizanes. 

Please make checks out to “St. Michael’s Church” with 
“Food on the Hill” on the memo line. 

CALEB’S CUPBOARD—Bring something every week! 
Caleb’s Cupboard is the large, tan plastic box at the front entrance to 
our church which is intended to be a collection bin in which we may leave 
canned goods and other non-perishable items for people in need. 
Let us keep it filled it to the brim! 
___________________________________________________________ 

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN EVENTS 
The Women will be a� ending the Na�vity Creche Show at the First United 
Methodist Church of Greensburg on Friday, December 4, at 6:00 PM 
followed by dinner at the Sunset Restaurant.  A sign up sheet may be found 
on the Fellowship Hall bulle�n board.  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

WOMEN’S HOLIDAY BUFFET LUNCHEON SCHEDULED 
Sunday, January 3, 12:30 PM 

Rodney's Restaurant, Wendel Rd, Irwin 
only $20 including tax & �p (due by December 20, please) 

Sign up in the social hall or see Michelle Gajewski 
____________________________________________________ 



 

 

REMEMBER, the Second Week on this schedule May Change: 
ALWAYS USE THE MOST CURRENT BULLETIN! 

November 29 thru December 5 
Sunday, November 29 

-   8:45 AM - MATINS 
-   9:30 AM - Choir Rehearsal 
“…and our bishop...” 
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY 

- Advent Wreath Prayers 
  -“God grant you many years…” 
- NO Church School 

Monday, November 30 
- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY 

 Apostle Andrew 
- 10:30 to 12 PM - CONFESSIONS 
- 1 to 3:00 PM - Priest Office Hours 

Tuesday, December 1 
- 12:00 PM - “Food of the Hill” 
- 6:00 to 7:30 PM - CONFESSIONS 

Wednesday, December 2 
- 9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY 

   Porphyrios of Kafsokalyvitis 
- 10:30 to 12 PM - CONFESSIONS 
- 3 to 5:00 PM - Pastor Office Hours 

Thursday, December 3 
- 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LITURGY 

 Great Martyr Barbara 
- 7:00 - Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, December 4 
- 10 to 11:30 AM - CONFESSIONS 
- 1:30 to 3:30 PM - Priest Office Hrs 
- 6:00 PM - AW Creche Show/Dnner 

Saturday, December 5 
- 9:00 AM - NATIVITY 

PARAKLESIS 
 - 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS 
____________________________ 

BLOOD DRIVE THANKS 
to our 20 donors 
(we hit our goal!) 

and the 9 deferred. 
Special thanks to Connie Capar, 
Rachel Capar and Carolyn Hill 

for food and organization. 
_________________________________ 

November 22 thru November 28 
Sunday, Nov. 22 

-   8:45 AM - MATINS 
-   9:30 AM - Choir Rehearsal 
“For our father and metropolican...” 
- 10:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY 

- Advent Wreath Prayers 
  -“God grant you many years…” 
- Church School 

- 12:00 noon - Abortion Prayers 
Monday, November 23 

 - 11 to 1:00 PM - Priest Office Hours 
- 5:00 to 6:30 PM - CONFESSIONS 

 - 7:00 PM - Inquirer/Catechumen Class 
Tuesday, November 24 

- 5:00 to 6:30 PM - CONFESSIONS 
- 7:00 PM - Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday, November 25 
- 2 to 4:00 PM - Pastor Office Hours 
- 6:00 PM - VESP. DIV. LITURGY 

  Thanksgiving & St. Stylianos 
Thursday, November 26 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

(Fr. John will be in New Jersey 
from Thursday morning  

through Saturday afternoon) 
Saturday, November 28 

 - 6:00 PM - GREAT VESPERS
____________________________ 

visit our website at 
stmgbg.org 

_________________________________ 

This is the new name and logo 
of the men’s organization of 
our church. (arrows not included) 
________________________ 



 

Santa’s Making a List and So Should You 
This time of year is famous for its lists.  Grocery lists, gift shopping 
lists, honey-do lists are three of the obvious ones that come to mind. 
The calendar in this weekly bulletin could be thought of as a list of 
to-do’s for the soul, things not to forget to do before the Great Feast 
arrives.  Let us check it many, many times in the hope that God will 
move us to give ourselves the gifts that may be found therein. 
_______________________________________________________ 



 

 

On Saturday mornings of the Nativity Fast (not 11/28) we prepare to 
welcome the newborn Christ into our hearts as we sing hymns such 
as these: 

Let us purge our bodies and souls of sin, 
 that with a pure conscience we may welcome in Bethlehem 
Christ the King of Glory, who cometh to be born of 

the Virgin, pure and sinless.  Come, let us worship him! 
“Glory be to God who is born today 
 of the Virgin Mother in the city of Bethlehem!” 
Thus cry men and angels with voices joined in chorus 

in worship of the Savior’s Holy Nativity. 
Come join us at 9:00 AM on Saturday, December 5, for the next 
praying of the Nativity Paraklesis. 
_______________________________________________________ 

THE ADVENT (Nativity Fast) WREATH 
(in the vestibule of the church) 

Pre-Nativity Kontakion 
Today the Virgin cometh unto the cave, 
To give birth to the Word who was born before all ages; 
Begotten in a manner that defies description. 
Rejoice, therefore, O Universe if thou should hear, 
And glorify with the Angels and the shepherds: 
Glorify Him who by His will shall become a newborn babe 
And who is our God before all ages. 

Second Sunday of Advent; Dedicated to the 
Presentation of the Virgin in the Temple 

Everyone says together: 
Christ is born!  Glorify Him! 

We all sing: 
 Today is the prelude of the good will of God, 
 of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. 
The Virgin appears in the temple of God, 

 (music)  in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. 
Let us rejoice and sing to her: 

“Rejoice, O Fulfillment of the Creator’s 
dispensation. 

With the lighting of the first candle, we all say together: 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
And my spirit rejoices in God, my savior. 

_______________________________________________________ 




